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failed through Yamaji Shivdev's jealousy of Govindrao
Chitnis, whose aid Sakwarbai was also courting. He hired
an assassin called Tulaji and at l-he last moment told him
to kill Govindrao Chitnis and not Balaji. But Govindrao,
who had been warned of Yamaji Shivdev's design, was
armed and ran Tulaji through the body with his sword,
before he could strike with his dagger.

On the night of the 15th December King Shahu died.
Ever since August of that year he had been confined to
his room and at times his wits wandered. Nevertheless on
the whole he retained his faculties and often expressed
himself concerned about Ramraja's succession. He knew
that many of the Deccan nobles, especially Jagjivan the
Pratinidhi, were raising troops for the coming struggle
and were willing to support either Sambhaji or Sakwarbai
as occasion offered, Unknown to Sakwavbai, he urged
the Peshwa secretly to assemble a large force near and
round Satara, so as to secure the crown for the young
prince, On the morning of the 15th December he com-
plained of severe pains and with the sure instinct of a
dying man knew that his end had come. Ho sent for
Govindrao Chitnis, told him that after much thought and
care he had arrived at the best decision in regard to his
successor and bade him help the Peshwa. He next called
to his side Balaji and bade him look after the welfare of
the kingdom, preserve the Bhosle dynasty and continue
the gifts of land that ho had made even to the humblest
of his followers. He then handed the Peshwa two letters,
written as it would seem at different times. In these he
conferred on him and his family the post of hereditary
first minister, Having done so, lie gave Balaji his blessing,*

His earthly affairs settled, Shahu dismissed his ministers
and with a mind composed, waited calmly for death. He
sprinkled holy ashes over his body and took his rosary
between his fingers. He murmured softly the names of
Rama, Shiva, Har Har, several times and met his end as
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